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A Trial of High School Reform which Forwards a Scheme in

Concert with a Community

—A Case Study of Nagano Prefectural Sonan Senior High School—

YAMAGISHI, Haruo

Abstract

In Japan, the population of the young has been decreasing since
the mid-1970s. Furthermore, the birthrate has been falling rapidly since
the 1990s. In these circumstances, small-scale high schools in
depopulated areas have been closed. However, this makes it impossible
for students who live in those areas to attend high school from their home.
Also, it destroys the principles of equal opportunity of education.

In response to this, small-scale high-schools have started to
introduce reforms whereby they try to operate in concert with the local
industry and community. In this paper we introduce the case of Nagano

Prefectural Sonan Senior High School.

[Key words] decrease of the young population, diversification of courses,

diversification of curriculum, concert with the community





