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An Attempt at an Interdisciplinary Research Method in 
Pedagogy 

Based on Life-Story Interviews with a Newly Adopted Teacher  

 

SHIMIZU, Y., HATANAKA, T. and KANEKO, K. 

Abstract 

This study aims to clarify the possibility of an interdisciplinary 
research method in pedagogy referring to life-story interviews with a 
newly adopted teacher. Recently, interdisciplinary research has become 
increasingly necessary because of the tendency, as has been pointed out, 
for the field of pedagogy to be split into specialized parts (Kariya 2007). 
Therefore, we conducted the life-story interviews twice in the first two 
years about her teaching experience with a newly adopted teacher who 
teaches social studies in junior high school, and analyzed her life story 
referring to the "10 STEPS in the interdisciplinary research process" 
advocated by Repko (2013). 

As a result, three viewpoints emerged focusing on the related 
elements: "teaching practice", "a hectic life and a feeling of being too busy 
" and "the relationship with the parents". We will continue to conduct 
interviews with the teacher, and consider how insights concerning these 
three viewpoints, that have been discussed separately in each area, may 
interact beyond each field. 
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