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Mozart and the Performances of Operas at the Burgtheater
in the 1789/90 Season

—On the Circumstances Surrounding the Genesis of Cosi fan tutte—

MATSUDA, Satoshi

Abstract

After its premiere season, Mozart’s Le nozze di Figaro was revived
at the Burgtheater in Vienna on 29 August 1789, and it has been
generally believed that its success brought the composer a commission for
a new opera, i.e. CoslI fan tutte. In this paper, I reexamine this theory on
the basis of the two facts that the libretto of the opera was originally
written for Salieri and that the number of operas newly composed for the
Burgtheater had clearly decreased after the 1788/89 season.

[Key words] Vienna, The Burgtheater, Mozart, Cosi fan tutte, Le
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