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Abstract 

The author used the Report on Public Health Administration and 
Services (Ministry of Health, Labor Standards) to analyze historical and 
regional trends in burials and funeral-related facilities as a basis for land 
use research on funerals in modern Japan. The number of cremation cases 
has increased by almost 100% nationwide in large cities. The number of 
reburials, which have been growing in recent years, is high in some 
prefectures in rural areas with small populations. The number of 
cemeteries is decreasing little by little, but there are many large-scale 
cemeteries in metropolitan areas. Religious corporations are playing an 
increasing role in the provision of cemeteries and ossuaries. Local 
governments seem to respond to the increase in cremations by developing 
crematoria with high processing capacity. 
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